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A bracing corrective to the myths that have shaped economic, military, and diplomatic policy, dispelling our oil-soaked fantasies of
dependence. There is a conventional wisdom about oil—that the U.S. military presence in the Persian Gulf is what guarantees access to this
strategic resource; that the "special" relationship with Saudi Arabia is necessary to stabilize an otherwise volatile market; and that these
assumptions in turn provide Washington enormous leverage over Europe and Asia. Except, the conventional wisdom is wrong. Robert Vitalis
debunks the myths to reveal "oilcraft," a line of magical thinking closer to witchcraft than statecraft. Oil is a commodity like any other: bought,
sold, and subject to market forces. Thus, the first goal of this book is to expose the suspect fears of oil scarcity and conflict. The second goal
is to investigate the significant geopolitical impact of these false beliefs. In particular, Vitalis shows how we can reconsider the question of the
U.S.–Saudi special relationship, which confuses and traps many into unnecessarily accepting what they imagine is a devil's bargain. The
House of Saud does many things for U.S. investors, firms, and government agencies, but guaranteeing the flow of oil, making it cheap, or
stabilizing the price isn't one of them. Freeing ourselves from the spell of oilcraft won't be easy—but the benefits make it essential.
“A concise, insightful and sophisticated guide to maintaining humane values in an age of new machines.”—The New York Times Book
Review “While we need to rewrite the rules of the twenty-first-century economy, Kevin’s book is a great look at how people can do this on a
personal level to always put humanity first.”—Andrew Yang You are being automated. After decades of hype and sci-fi fantasies, artificial
intelligence is leaping out of research labs and into the center of our lives. Automation doesn’t just threaten our jobs. It shapes our entire
human experience, with AI and algorithms influencing the TV shows we watch, the music we listen to, the beliefs we hold, and the
relationships we form. And while the age-old debate over whether automation will destroy jobs rages on, an even more important question is
being ignored: How can we be happy, successful humans in a world that is increasingly built by and for machines? In Futureproof: 9 Rules for
Humans in the Age of Automation, New York Times technology columnist Kevin Roose lays out a hopeful, pragmatic vision for how we can
thrive in the age of AI and automation. He shares the secrets of people and organizations that have survived previous waves of technological
change, and explains what skills are necessary to stay ahead of today’s intelligent machines, with lessons like • Be surprising, social, and
scarce. • Resist machine drift. • Leave handprints. • Demote your devices. • Treat AI like a chimp army. Roose rejects the conventional
wisdom that in order to succeed in the AI age, we have to become more like machines ourselves—hyper-efficient, data-driven workhorses.
Instead, he says, we should focus on being more human, and doing the kinds of creative, inspiring, and meaningful things even the most
advanced robots can’t do.
Scarcity is a book about humanity's "predicament" Our persistent utilization of enormous and continuously increasing quantities of finite, nonreplenishing, and increasingly scarce nonrenewable natural resources (NNRs) - i.e., the fossil fuels, metals, and nonmetallic minerals that
enable our modern industrialized way of life, and that are essential to perpetuating our modern industrialized way of life - is undermining our
very existence as a species. Scarcity explores the causes, implications, and imminent consequences associated with humanity's
predicament.
Today, the general public craves information on food and agriculture with an unprecedented passion. But the agricultural sector,
unaccustomed to an interested and inquisitive society, has largely failed to respond to the public’s demands for information. Instead,
corporations, time-pressed journalists, bloggers, media celebrities, film-makers, authors and concerned consumers jumped in to fill the void.
Food is emotional, and these players - some well-intentioned and others not - got a lot of traction playing off consumer fears of the unknown.
This critical and timely book explains how changing demographics, cultural shifts, technological advances and agriculture’s silence all
combined to create the perfect storm – a great chasm between those who know, and those who don’t know, agriculture. The ramifications of
a poorly-informed consumer base are now becoming clear in our policy debates and consumer-driven business decisions. There is a lot of
common ground between the agricultural sector and their consumer base, but each group largely fails to appreciate it, and the consequences
of such a divide grow increasingly dire. Drawing on a wide-range of expertise, from leading agricultural researchers to major agribusiness
leaders to consumer advocates, Eise and Hodde lay out exactly why communication is so urgently critical to our modern-day agricultural
system. They outline the major themes affecting agricultural communication – perception, emotion, technology, science - and what we can do
now to improve the debate and safeguard our future food supply for generations to come.This book is suitable for those who study
agriculture, environmental economics and mass media and communication.
Originally published in 1989. In this book Nicholas Xenos argues that the assumption that scarcity is a universal human condition is far from
universal but rather a product of western influence. Informed by the work of Baudrillard, Bourdieu, Girard, and Sahlins, this historical narrative
of scarcity incorporates interpretations of texts and practices from eighteenth-century London to contemporary New York. Lucid and elegant
in style, Scarcity and Modernity will appear to those with interests in social and political thought and cultural criticism.
"Resources for agricultural science are scarce across the world. Yet even as resources are shrinking, agricultural science has expanded its
inquiry into many new areas - such as environmental preservation, food quality, and rural development - without forsaking its more traditional
concerns. In a time of right government budgets, research administrators are faced with the need to provide strong evidence that costs are
justified by benefits. Science under Scarcity is an invaluable guide to the theory and methods necessary for evaluating research in agriculture
and for setting priorities for resource allocation." "Although economists have made significant progress in developing more sophisticated
methods for research evaluation and priority setting, many research analysts and administrators do not have a working knowledge of those
practices. Without the assistance of formal economic analysis it is particularly difficult to assess the social value of new technologies or to
make informed judgments about the trade-offs that are involved in allocation decisions. Addressing that knowledge gap, Science under
Scarcity reviews, synthesizes, and extends such methods as economic surplus analysis, econometric techniques, mathematical programming
procedures, and scoring models. It discusses these practices in the context of scientific policy, describes their conceptual foundations, and
explains how to do them." --Book Jacket.
Global Groundwater: Source, Scarcity, Sustainability, Security, and Solutions presents a compilation of compelling insights into groundwater
scenarios within all groundwater-stressed regions across the world. Thematic sub-sections include groundwater studies on sources, scarcity,
sustainability, security, and solutions. The chapters in these sub-sections provide unique knowledge on groundwater for scientists, planners,
and policymakers, and are written by leading global experts and researchers. Global Groundwater: Source, Scarcity, Sustainability, Security,
and Solutions provides a unique, unparalleled opportunity to integrate the knowledge on groundwater, ranging from availability to pollution,
nation-level groundwater management to transboundary aquifer governance, and global-scale review to local-scale case-studies. Provides
interdisciplinary content that bridges the knowledge from groundwater sources to solutions and sustainability, from science to policy, from
technology to clean water and food Includes global and regional reviews and case studies, building a bridge between broad reviews of
groundwater-related issues by domain experts as well as detailed case studies by researchers Identifies pathways for transforming
knowledge to policy and governance of groundwater security and sustainability
Based on cutting-edge research from behavioral science and economics, this eye-opening examination of how scarcity affects our daily lives
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reveals how individuals and organizations can better manage scarcity for greater satisfaction and success.
An indispensable guide for any recent graduate that provides simple, easy-to-follow rules for making smart personal finance choices during
the first decade of one's career. • Demonstrates how simple choices, especially in the years after college, can guarantee (barring misfortunes
such as catastrophic illness or drug addiction) a lifelong, healthy relationship with money • Illustrates how to apply the attitudes inherent in
modesty, skepticism, and optimism to all financial decision-making, both upon graduating and in the future • Includes a math refresher for
understanding the basic principles of interest rates, credit card debt, investment, and retirement savings • Demystifies without boring,
simplifies without condescending to, and above all highlights the relevance and practical applications of financial planning during one's first
ten years out of school
The hidden brain is the voice in our ear when we make the most important decisions in our lives—but we’re never aware of it. The hidden
brain decides whom we fall in love with and whom we hate. It tells us to vote for the white candidate and convict the dark-skinned defendant,
to hire the thin woman but pay her less than the man doing the same job. It can direct us to safety when disaster strikes and move us to
extraordinary acts of altruism. But it can also be manipulated to turn an ordinary person into a suicide terrorist or a group of bystanders into a
mob. In a series of compulsively readable narratives, Shankar Vedantam journeys through the latest discoveries in neuroscience,
psychology, and behavioral science to uncover the darkest corner of our minds and its decisive impact on the choices we make as individuals
and as a society. Filled with fascinating characters, dramatic storytelling, and cutting-edge science, this is an engrossing exploration of the
secrets our brains keep from us—and how they are revealed.
One of the main problems confronting the world of the 21st Century is a shortage of water. There is already severe scarcity in many regions
of the world, causing tremendous problems for local populations and indeed entire societies. There is insufficient water available for the
production of food to alleviate poverty and starvation; the lack of water hampers industrial, urban and tourism development, forcing
restrictions on other sectors, especially agriculture; health problems arise as the deterioration of ground and surface waters favours waterborne diseases, which flourish in the absence of decent water distribution and sewerage systems. Water conflicts still arise in areas under
stress, while water for nature has become a vanishing priority in such zones. This book is a guide to the establishment of regional and/or local
guidelines for developing and implementing new ideas for coping with water scarcity. The basic premise underlying the book is that water
scarcity will persist, so personal, human and society-wide skills will be needed to cope with it while living in harmony with the necessary
environmental constraints. The book provides basic information to assist decision makers, water managers, engineers, agronomists, social
scientists and other professions (and their students) in formulating coherent, hopefully harmonious and consolidated views on the issue.
Guidelines are also given for introducing the general public to the concept of water scarcity and how to deal with it.
The Earth's human population is expected to pass eight billion by the year 2025, while rapid growth in the global economy will spur ever
increasing demands for natural resources. The world will consequently face growing scarcities of such vital renewable resources as cropland,
fresh water, and forests. Thomas Homer-Dixon argues in this sobering book that these environmental scarcities will have profound social
consequences--contributing to insurrections, ethnic clashes, urban unrest, and other forms of civil violence, especially in the developing
world. Homer-Dixon synthesizes work from a wide range of international research projects to develop a detailed model of the sources of
environmental scarcity. He refers to water shortages in China, population growth in sub-Saharan Africa, and land distribution in Mexico, for
example, to show that scarcities stem from the degradation and depletion of renewable resources, the increased demand for these
resources, and/or their unequal distribution. He shows that these scarcities can lead to deepened poverty, large-scale migrations, sharpened
social cleavages, and weakened institutions. And he describes the kinds of violence that can result from these social effects, arguing that
conflicts in Chiapas, Mexico and ongoing turmoil in many African and Asian countries, for instance, are already partly a consequence of
scarcity. Homer-Dixon is careful to point out that the effects of environmental scarcity are indirect and act in combination with other social,
political, and economic stresses. He also acknowledges that human ingenuity can reduce the likelihood of conflict, particularly in countries
with efficient markets, capable states, and an educated populace. But he argues that the violent consequences of scarcity should not be
underestimated--especially when about half the world's population depends directly on local renewables for their day-to-day well-being. In the
next decades, he writes, growing scarcities will affect billions of people with unprecedented severity and at an unparalleled scale and pace.
Clearly written and forcefully argued, this book will become the standard work on the complex relationship between environmental scarcities
and human violence.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “In our uncertain age, which can so often feel so dark and disturbing, Steven Pinker has distinguished
himself as a voice of positivity.” – New York Times Can reading a book make you more rational? Can it help us understand why there is so
much irrationality in the world? Steven Pinker, author of Enlightenment Now (Bill Gates’s "new favorite book of all time”) answers all the
questions here Today humanity is reaching new heights of scientific understanding--and also appears to be losing its mind. How can a
species that developed vaccines for Covid-19 in less than a year produce so much fake news, medical quackery, and conspiracy theorizing?
Pinker rejects the cynical cliché that humans are simply irrational--cavemen out of time saddled with biases, fallacies, and illusions. After all,
we discovered the laws of nature, lengthened and enriched our lives, and set out the benchmarks for rationality itself. We actually think in
ways that are sensible in the low-tech contexts in which we spend most of our lives, but fail to take advantage of the powerful tools of
reasoning we’ve discovered over the millennia: logic, critical thinking, probability, correlation and causation, and optimal ways to update
beliefs and commit to choices individually and with others. These tools are not a standard part of our education, and have never been
presented clearly and entertainingly in a single book--until now. Rationality also explores its opposite: how the rational pursuit of self-interest,
sectarian solidarity, and uplifting mythology can add up to crippling irrationality in a society. Collective rationality depends on norms that are
explicitly designed to promote objectivity and truth. Rationality matters. It leads to better choices in our lives and in the public sphere, and is
the ultimate driver of social justice and moral progress. Brimming with Pinker’s customary insight and humor, Rationality will enlighten,
inspire, and empower.
An intellectual history of America's water management philosophy Humans take more than their geological share of water, but they do not
benefit from it equally. This imbalance has created an era of intense water scarcity that affects the security of individuals, states, and the
global economy. For many, this brazen water grab and the social inequalities it produces reflect the lack of a coherent philosophy connecting
people to the planet. Challenging this view, Jeremy Schmidt shows how water was made a “resource” that linked geology, politics, and
culture to American institutions. Understanding the global spread and evolution of this philosophy is now key to addressing inequalities that
exist on a geological scale. Water: Abundance, Scarcity, and Security in the Age of Humanity details the remarkable intellectual history of
America’s water management philosophy. It shows how this philosophy shaped early twentieth-century conservation in the United States,
influenced American international development programs, and ultimately shaped programs of global governance that today connect water
resources to the Earth system. Schmidt demonstrates how the ways we think about water reflect specific public and societal values, and
illuminates the process by which the American approach to water management came to dominate the global conversation about water.
Debates over how human impacts on the planet are connected to a new geological epoch—the Anthropocene—tend to focus on either the
social causes of environmental crises or scientific assessments of the Earth system. Schmidt shows how, when it comes to water, the two are
one and the same. The very way we think about managing water resources validates putting ever more water to use for some human
purposes at the expense of others.
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This book examines the role of unauthorized water use in the American West (Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New
Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming) and the coming demand for water accountability. Arguing that status quo responses to
unauthorized water use (or water theft) and the protection of water rights are largely inadequate, this title examines the far-ranging impacts of
this lackluster response on issues ranging from food production to urban livability, and concludes that there will be intense pressure at both
the federal and state level to address these issues. Utilizing qualitative and quantitative models and collaborative management literature to
identify ideal approaches, this project ultimately seeks to address this major crisis of states’ legitimacy and analyze potential solutions under
the ever-expanding threat of climate change.
Dismal spending on government health services is often considered a necessary consequence of a low per-capita GDP, but are poor patients
in poor countries really fated to be denied the fruits of modern medicine? In many countries, officials speak of proper health care as a luxury,
and convincing politicians to ensure citizens have access to quality health services is a constant struggle. Yet, in many of the poorest nations,
health care has long received a tiny share of public spending. Colonial and postcolonial governments alike have used political, rhetorical, and
even martial campaigns to rebuff demands by patients and health professionals for improved medical provision, even when more funds were
available. No More to Spend challenges the inevitability of inadequate social services in twentieth-century Africa, focusing on the political
history of Malawi. Using the stories of doctors, patients, and political leaders, Luke Messac demonstrates how both colonial and postcolonial
administrations in this nation used claims of scarcity to justify the poor state of health care. During periods of burgeoning global discourse on
welfare and social protection, forestalling improvements in health care required varied forms of rationalization and denial. Calls for better
medical care compelled governments, like that of Malawi, to either increase public health spending or offer reasons for their inaction.
Because medical care is still sparse in many regions in Africa, the recurring tactics for prolonged neglect have important implications for
global health today.
This volume reviews the evolution of ten years’ learning and discovery about water scarcity, livelihoods, and food security within the CGIAR
Challenge Program on Water and Food. It draws on the experiences of over 100 projects conducted in ten river basins in the developing
world. The book describes how the program’s design evolved from an emphasis on water scarcity, water productivity, and water access to an
emphasis on using water innovations to improve livelihoods and address development challenges in specific river basins. It shows how the
research was used to foster change in stakeholder behavior, linking it to improved knowledge, attitudes, and skills, which were fostered by
stakeholder participation, innovation, dialogue, and negotiation. The authors describe development challenges, their drivers and their political
context, how to address them through technical, institutional, and policy innovations; and the consequences of change at different scales,
time frames on equity, resilience, and ecosystem services. Overall, the work represents a major synthesis and landmark publication for all
concerned with water resource management and sustainable development.
From cities to biofuels, competition for water is accelerating. Climate change threatens to intensify the onset and severity of the water crisis in
several regions of the developing world: this is already happening throughout much of Asia, the Mediterranean, southwestern Australia, and
the southwestern US. Along with water shortages, unsafe water becomes an increasingly widespread problem, too. As water crises trigger
food and health crises, billions may slip further into poverty, leading to greater social and political unrest, new wars, and worsening national
security. Out of Water doesn't just illuminate the coming global water crisis: it presents innovative solutions in agriculture, engineering,
governance, and beyond, including state-of-the art techniques for integrated water management. This book will help raise the level of debate
about water to the highest levels of government, and identify workable reforms and incentives to help water users utilize this crucial resource
far more efficiently.
Scarcity in the Modern World brings together world-renowned scholars to examine how concerns about the scarcity of environmental
resources such as water, food, energy and materials have developed, and subsequently been managed, from the 18th to the 21st century.
These multi-disciplinary contributions situate contemporary concerns about scarcity within their longer history, and address recent forecasts
and debates surrounding the future scarcity of fossil fuels, renewable energy and water up to 2075. This book offers a fresh way of tackling
the current challenge of meeting global needs in an increasingly resource-stressed environment. By bringing together scholars from a variety
of academic disciplines, this volume provides an innovative multi-disciplinary perspective that corrects previous scholarship which has
discussed scientific and cultural issues separately. In doing so, it recognizes that this challenge is complex and cannot be addressed by a
single discipline, but requires a concerted effort to think about its political and social, as well as technical and economic dimensions. This
volume is essential for all students and scholars of environmental and economic history.
In an era of abundance, at least part of humanity has stopped thinking about the future provision of basic vital resources such water, energy
and food. Storage actions, with all their variants whether real or imagined, are sources of innovation in the provision and treatment of crucial
resources. This book deals with cases of water, food, energy and biodiversity storage as a response to a new era of scarcity. Examining
multilevel storage policies, consumers’ practices and local organisations, author Giorgio Osti explores a variety of examples such as the
need to stock agriculture produce, the industry and practices of food conservation, the role of artificial water basins in controlling floods and
droughts and the development of batteries able to compensate for the intermittence of renewable energy sources. Storage and selfsufficiency can be achieved in many technical ways, at different territorial levels and according to different policies or philosophies. Being
more a grasshopper or an ant - the two extreme positions - depends not only on the technologies available but also on different analyses of
the environment and different attitudes to the future. This book offers an environmentalist perspective that uncovers hidden or absent
activities of ultramodern societies that will be useful to students of environmental sociology as well as those researching and studying at the
interface of environmental studies and geography.
The author discusses the geopolitics of food security in the face of scarcity caused by falling water tables, soil erosion and global warming
and supports his position that “food is the new oil” through an examination of decades of agricultural issues. Simultaneous.
This book focuses on the impact that emerging water problems in the Middle East will have on U.S. strategic interests in that region. It
provides an invaluable study for students of the Middle East as well as for seasoned analysts.
This book brings together geological, biological, radical economic, technological, historical and social perspectives on peak oil and other
scarce resources. The contributors to this volume argue that these scarcities will put an end to the capitalist system as we know it and
alternatives must be created. The book combines natural science with emancipatory thinking, focusing on bottom up alternatives and social
struggles to change the world by taking action. The volume introduces original contributions to the debates on peak oil, land grabbing and
social alternatives, thus creating a synthesis to gain an overview of the multiple crises of our times. The book sets out to analyse how crises
of energy, climate, metals, minerals and the soil relate to the global land grab which has accelerated greatly since 2008, as well as to
examine the crisis of profit production and political legitimacy. Based on a theoretical understanding of the multiple crises and the effects of
peak oil and other scarcities on capital accumulation, the contributors explore the social innovations that provide an alternative. Using the
most up to date research on resource crises, this integrative and critical analysis brings together the issues with a radical perspective on
possibilites for future change as well as a strong social economic and ethical dimesion. The book should be of interest to researchers and
students of environmental policy, politics, sustainable development and natural resource management.
Why can we never seem to keep on top of our workload, social diary or chores? Why does poverty persist around the world? Why do
successful people do things at the last minute in a sudden rush of energy? Here, economist Sendhil Mullainathan and psychologist Eldar
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Shafir reveal that the hidden side behind all these problems is that they're all about scarcity. Using the new science of scarcity, they will
change the way you think about both the little everyday tasks and the big issues of global urgency. 'It's the scarcity trap, and you need to
know about it.' New Scientist, Books of the Year 'The finest combination of heart and head that I have seen.' Daniel Kahneman, author of
Thinking, Fast and Slow 'A captivating book, overflowing with new ideas, fantastic stories, and simple suggestions that just might change the
way you live.' Steven D. Levitt, coauthor of Freakonomics 'A highly original and easily readable book that is full of intriguing insights. What
does a single mom trying to make partner at a major law firm have in common with a peasant who spends half her income on interest
payments? The answer is scarcity. Read this book to learn the surprising ways in which scarcity affects us all.' Richard Thaler, co-author of
Nudge 'Extraordinarily illuminating, important, novel and immensely creative.' Cass R. Sunstein, New York Review of Books 'Ultimately
humane and very welcome.' Oliver Burkeman, Guardian

As the United States struggles and the economies of Europe stagger, we fail to see a way out of this agonizing cycle of
repeated financial meltdowns. In fact, there are thousands of ways to solve not only our recurring fiscal crises but our
ongoing social and ecological debacles as well. Solutions are already in place where terrible problems once existed. The
changes came about not through increased conventional taxation, enlightened self-interest, or government programs but
by people simply rethinking the concept of money. With this restructuring, everything changes. In this visionary book,
Bernard Lietaer and Jacqui Dunne explore the origins of our current monetary system—built on bank debt and
scarcity—revealing the surprising and sometimes shocking ways its unconscious limitations give rise to so many serious
problems. But there is hope. The authors present stories of ordinary people and their communities using new money,
working in cooperation with national currencies, to strengthen local economies, create work, beautify cities, and provide
education—and so much more is possible. These real-world examples are just the tip of the iceberg—over 4,000
cooperative currencies are already in existence. The book provides remedies for challenges faced by governments,
businesses, nonprofits, local communities, and even banks. It demystifies a complex and critically important topic and will
strike a deep chord with readers eager to find innovative, meaningful solutions that will do far more than restore
prosperity—it will provide the framework for an era of sustainable abundance.
In her own life and through her work with others, Victoria Castle has repeatedly encountered the tragic theme of "notenough-ness"--both the "I am not enough" and "There is not enough" varieties--and witnessed how it cripples even the
most buoyant and passionate people among us. Castle calls this blight the Trance of Scarcity. It shows up in a hundred
personalized versions, but the results are always the same. Instead of expressing our brilliance and creativity, we show
the world only the by-products of oppression, isolation, exclusion, and defeat. We spend our time lamenting the way
things are, justifying all the reasons they can't be different. In this inspiring and very personal book, Castle shows that
there is life on the other side of the Trance -- a life characterized by vitality, fulfillment, and efficacy. She shares specific
practices you can use to change your story--to identify and interrupt negative, constraining patterns and replace them
with more positive and liberating ones to achieve greater freedom, fulfillment, and satisfaction. With compassion and
surprising humor, The Trance of Scarcity will help you embody abundance as your way of being. Once you do, you'll be
more inspired and more inspiring, you'll build bridges to replace dead ends, and you'll easily arrive at solutions to issues
that once overwhelmed you. Having broken free from the Trance of Scarcity, you'll be able to live a life where ease and
plenty emanate from you as naturally as your breath.
Global warming is an increasing problem, tropical forests are being wiped out and major upper watersheds are being
degraded. Using insights provided by environmentalism, ecology and thermo-dynamics, this book – first published in
1989 – outlines an economic approach to the use of natural resources and particularly to the problem of environmental
degradation. Edward Barbier reviews and critiques the long past of environmental and resource economics and then
goes on to elaborate an economics which allows us to develop alternative strategies for dealing with the problems faced.
With examples drawn from Latin America and Indonesia, he not only develops a major theoretical advance but shows
how it can be applied. Barbier’s work is an important and relevant contribution to the discussion surrounding the
economics of environmental sustainability.
As a changing climate threatens the whole country with deeper droughts and more furious floods that put ever more
people and property at risk, Texas has become a bellwether state for water debates. Will there be enough water for
everyone? Is there the will to take the steps necessary to defend ourselves against the sea? Is it in the nature of
Americans to adapt to nature in flux? The most comprehensive—and comprehensible—book on contemporary water
issues, A Thirsty Land delves deep into the challenges faced not just by Texas but by the nation as a whole, as we
struggle to find a way to balance the changing forces of nature with our own ever-expanding needs. Part history, part
science, part adventure story, and part travelogue, this book puts a human face on the struggle to master that most
precious and capricious of resources, water. Seamus McGraw goes to the taproots, talking to farmers, ranchers,
businesspeople, and citizen activists, as well as to politicians and government employees. Their stories provide chilling
evidence that Texas—and indeed the nation—is not ready for the next devastating drought, the next catastrophic flood.
Ultimately, however, A Thirsty Land delivers hope. This deep dive into one of the most vexing challenges facing Texas
and the nation offers glimpses of the way forward in the untapped opportunities that water also presents.
Over the past several decades, civil and ethnic wars have undermined prospects for economic and political development,
destabilized entire regions of the globe, and left millions dead. States, Scarcity, and Civil Strife in the Developing World
argues that demographic and environmental stress--the interactions among rapid population growth, environmental
degradation, inequality, and emerging scarcities of vital natural resources--represents one important source of turmoil in
today's world. Kahl contends that this type of stress places enormous strains on both societies and governments in poor
countries, increasing their vulnerability to armed conflict. He identifies two pathways whereby this process unfolds: state
failure and state exploitation. State failure conflicts occur when population growth, environmental degradation, and
resource inequality weaken the capacity, legitimacy, and cohesion of governments, thereby expanding the opportunities
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and incentives for rebellion and intergroup violence. State exploitation conflicts, in contrast, occur when political leaders
themselves capitalize on the opportunities arising from population pressures, natural resource scarcities, and related
social grievances to instigate violence that serves their parochial interests. Drawing on a wide array of social science
theory, this book argues that demographically and environmentally induced conflicts are most likely to occur in countries
that are deeply split along ethnic, religious, regional, or class lines, and which have highly exclusive and discriminatory
political systems. The empirical portion of the book evaluates the theoretical argument through in-depth case studies of
civil strife in the Philippines, Kenya, and numerous other countries. The book concludes with an analysis of the
challenges demographic and environmental change will pose to international security in the decades ahead.
"Manu Saadia has managed to show us one more reason, perhaps the most compelling one of all, why we all need the
world of Star Trek to one day become the world we live in." — Chris Black, Writer and Co-Executive Producer, Star Trek:
Enterprise What would the world look like if everybody had everything they wanted or needed? Trekonomics, the premier
book in financial journalist Felix Salmon's imprint PiperText, approaches scarcity economics by coming at it backwards —
through thinking about a universe where scarcity does not exist. Delving deep into the details and intricacies of 24th
century society, Trekonomics explores post-scarcity and whether we, as humans, are equipped for it. What are the
prospects of automation and artificial intelligence? Is there really no money in Star Trek? Is Trekonomics at all possible?
In this provocative book based on cutting-edge research, Sendhil Mullainathan and Eldar Shafir show that scarcity
creates a distinct psychology for everyone struggling to manage with less than they need. Busy people fail to manage
their time efficiently for the same reasons the poor and those maxed out on credit cards fail to manage their money. The
dynamics of scarcity reveal why dieters find it hard to resist temptation, why students and busy executives mismanage
their time, and why the same sugarcane farmers are smarter after harvest than before. Once we start thinking in terms of
scarcity, the problems of modern life come into sharper focus, and Scarcity reveals not only how it leads us astray but
also how individuals and organizations can better manage scarcity for greater satisfaction and success.
In this volume, a group of distinguished international scholars provides a fresh investigation of the most fundamental
issues involved in our dependence on natural resources. In Scarcity and Growth (RFF, 1963) and Scarcity and Growth
Reconsidered (RFF, 1979), researchers considered the long-term implications of resource scarcity for economic growth
and human well-being. Scarcity and Growth Revisited examines these implications with 25 years of new learning and
experience. It finds that concerns about resource scarcity have changed in essential ways. In contrast with the earlier
preoccupation with the adequacy of fuel, mineral, and agricultural resources and the efficiency by which they are
allocated, the greatest concern today is about the Earths limited capacity to handle the environmental consequences of
resource extraction and use. Opinion among scholars is divided on the ability of technological innovation to ameliorate
this 'new scarcity.' However, even the books more optimistic authors agree that the problems will not be successfully
overcome without significant advances in the legal, financial, and other social institutions that protect the environment
and support technical innovation. Scarcity and Growth Revisited incorporates expert perspectives from the physical and
life sciences, as well as economics. It includes issues confronting the developing world as well as industrialized societies.
The book begins with a review of the debate about scarcity and economic growth and a review of current assessments of
natural resource availability and consumption. The twelve chapters that follow provide an accessible, lively, and
authoritative update to an enduring-but changing-debate.
Scarcity is considered a ubiquitous feature of the human condition. It underpins much of modern economics and is widely used as an
explanation for social organisation, social conflict and the resource crunch confronting humanity's survival on the planet. It is made out to be
an all-pervasive fact of our lives - be it of housing, food, water or oil. But has the conception of scarcity been politicized, naturalized, and
universalized in academic and policy debates? Has overhasty recourse to scarcity evoked a standard set of market, institutional and
technological solutions which have blocked out political contestations, overlooking access as a legitimate focus for academic debates as well
as policies and interventions? Theoretical and empirical chapters by leading academics and scholar-activists grapple with these issues by
questioning scarcity's taken-for-granted nature. They examine scarcity debates across three of the most important resources - food, water
and energy - and their implications for theory, institutional arrangements, policy responses and innovation systems. The book looks at how
scarcity has emerged as a totalizing discourse in both the North and South. The 'scare' of scarcity has led to scarcity emerging as a political
strategy for powerful groups. Aggregate numbers and physical quantities are trusted, while local knowledges and experiences of scarcity that
identify problems more accurately and specifically are ignored. Science and technology are expected to provide 'solutions', but such
expectations embody a multitude of unexamined assumptions about the nature of the 'problem', about the technologies and about the
institutional arrangements put forward as a 'fix.' Through this examination the authors demonstrate that scarcity is not a natural condition: the
problem lies in how we see scarcity and the ways in which it is socially generated.
"In recent years the issue of food security has become centre stage in the global agenda. Through a multidisciplinary approach, this book
provides an overview of the new global challenges connected with land, food supply and agriculture. It does not simply raise the debate;
rather it aspires to move forward the debate that has started with the G20 meetings. "-Explores every facet of water and examines the issues surrounding water scarcity and what can be done to ensure that humans have plenty
of clean water in the future. By the best-selling author of The Wal-Mart Effect. Reprint.
Bringing together the analysis of a diverse team of social scientists, this book proposes a new approach to environmental problems. Cutting
through the fragmented perspectives on water crises, it seeks to shift the analytic perspectives on water policy by looking at the social logics
behind environmental issues. Most importantly, it analyzes the dynamic influences on water management, as well as the social and
institutional forces that orient water and conservation policies. The first work of its kind, The Field of Water Policy: Power and Scarcity in the
American Southwest brings the tools of Pierre Bourdieu’s field sociology to bear on a moment of environmental crisis, with a study of the
logics of water policy in the American Southwest, a region that allows us to see the contest over the management of scarce resources in a
context of lasting drought. As such, it will appeal to scholars in the social and political sciences with interests in the environment and the
management of natural resources.
For decades now we have wasted and mismanaged the world?s water supplies. Today, 27 countries are short of water, a quarter of the
world?s population has no safe water, 46 per cent have no proper sanitation and each year four million children die of water-borne diseases.
As most of the world?s major river systems cross several national boundaries, the scope disputes and the threat to international security is
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becoming more and more real. In The Last Oasis, Sandra Postel examines the economic, ecological and political factors affecting fresh water
supply. She confronts the issues of mismanagement and profligacy and analyses and dangers of confrontation, both between nations and
between rural and urban users. She also emphasises that the technology and know-how for effective water husbandry does exist. With
methods already in use, farmers could cut their demand for water by 40-90 per cent, and cities by one-third, without sacrificing economic
output or quality of life. Investing in water efficiency, recycling and conservation help meet rising demands and stave off disaster. But the
priority is a common recognition of the gravity of the position, and with that a widespread push for institutions to manage sustainable use of
water.
"From Abundance to Scarcity examines the historical evolution of this conflict within U.S. fisheries policy and institutions from the late
nineteenth century to the present day, with an emphasis on changes since World War II. Based on archival research and interviews with
dozens of key players in marine policymaking, it traces the thinking, legislation mandates, and people that have shaped the various agencies
governing fisheries in the United States."--Jacket.
This volume includes over 30 chapters, written by experts from around the world. It examines the environmental aspects of drought such as
groundwater and soil contamination, river low-flow, urban water quality, and desertification. It also examines the effects of climate change and
variability on drought, and discusses the differences in groundwater, rainfall, and temperatures and their related effects. It presents analytical
modeling for better understanding drought in uncertain and changing climates.
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