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John Main (1926-1982), an English Benedictine monk, pioneered the practice of Christian meditation. His genius was to
recover a way into the contemplative experience for ordinary people within the Christian tradition. Hailed by Bede Griffiths
as the "most important spiritual guide in the church today, " Main's work inspired the foundation of the World Community
for Christian Meditation and a network of hundreds of meditation groups around the world. John Main introduces the
practice of Christian meditation for modern people who wish to deepen their spiritual lives.
Merton, one of the rare Western thinkers able to feel at home in the philosophies of the East, made the wisdom of Asia
available to Westerners.
Free renderings of selections from the works of Chuang-tz?, taken from various translations.
Catherine de Hueck Doherty (1896-1985), a Russian-born aristocrat who has recently been proposed for canonization,
emigrated to North America, dedicated her life to promoting "the gospel without compromise." Her vision combined a
deep spirituality with a commitment to social justice. One of her early projects was the Harlem-based Friendship House,
which attracted a young Thomas Merton. Later, with her second husband, Eddie Doherty, she established Madonna
House in Combermere, Ontario. Though Roman Catholic, Catherine drew on her Russian roots and helped popularize
the concept of Poustinia (the Russian word for desert)a place where a person meets God through solitude, prayer, and
fasting. These writings, drawn from 25 books, highlight her distinctive spirituality, with its emphasis on the presence of
God, the practice of prayer, a love for the church, and a deep apprehension of the social dimension of the gospel.
A modern-day Confessions of Saint Augustine, The Seven Storey Mountain is one of the most influential religious works
of the twentieth century. This edition contains an introduction by Merton's editor, Robert Giroux, and a note to the reader
by biographer William H. Shannon. It tells of the growing restlessness of a brilliant and passionate young man whose
search for peace and faith leads him, at the age of twenty-six, to take vows in one of the most demanding Catholic
orders—the Trappist monks. At the Abbey of Gethsemani, "the four walls of my new freedom," Thomas Merton struggles
to withdraw from the world, but only after he has fully immersed himself in it. The Seven Storey Mountain has been a
favorite of readers ranging from Graham Greene to Claire Booth Luce, Eldridge Cleaver, and Frank McCourt. Since its
original publication this timeless spiritual tome has been published in over twenty languages and has touched millions of
lives.
In essays on monasticism and contemporary spirituality, Father Merton explores philosophical questions concerning
human and religious solitude, the spiritual life of modern man, and the individual's relation to the total social order
A great introduction to the religions of the East by a monk from the West. Merton’s biographer, George Woodcock, once
wrote that “almost from the beginning of his monastic career, Thomas Merton tentatively began to discover the great
Asian religions of Buddhism and Taoism.” Merton, a longtime social justice advocate, first approached Eastern theology
as an admirer of Gandhi’s beliefs on non-violence. Through Gandhi, Merton came to know the great Hindu text the
Bhagavad Gita and in time came to have dialogues with the Dalai Lama and Taoist leader D. T. Suzuki. Merton then
became deeply interested in Chuang Tzu and Zen thought. On Eastern Meditation, edited by Bonnie Thurston (author of
Merton and Buddhism), gathers the best of his Eastern theological writings into a gorgeously designed gift book edition.
This clear and comprehensive anthology, culled from the vast corpus of Christian mystical literature by the renowned theologian and historian
Bernard McGinn, presents nearly one hundred selections, from the writings of Origen of Alexandria in the third century to the work of
twentieth-century mystics such as Thomas Merton. Uniquely organized by subject rather than by author, The Essential Writings of Christian
Mysticism explores how human life is transformed through the search for direct contact with God. Part one examines the preparation for
encountering God through biblical interpretation and prayer; the second part focuses on the mystics’ actual encounters with God; and part
three addresses the implications of the mystical life, showing how mystics have been received over time, and how they practice their faith
through private contemplation and public actions. In addition to his illuminating Introduction, Bernard McGinn provides accessible headnotes
for each section, as well as numerous biographical sketches and a selected bibliography. Praise for The Essential Writings of Christian
Mysticism “No one is better equipped than Bernard McGinn to provide a thorough and balanced guide to this vast literature….This is an
anthology which deserves to be read not only by those who study Christian history and theology, but by believers who long to deepen their
own lives of prayer and service.” -- Anglican Theological Review “Bernard McGinn, a preeminent historian and interpreter of the Christian
mystical tradition, has edited this fine collection of mystical writings, organizing them thematically....McGinn offers helpful introductions to
each thematic section, author and entry, as well as a brief critical bibliography on mysticism. Published in the Modern Library Classic series,
this is a great value.” – Christian Century "No-one is better equipped than Professor McGinn to provide a thorough and balanced guide to this
vast literature. A first-class selection, by a first-class scholar." -- Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury “This accessible anthology by the
scholarly world’s leading historian of the Western Christian mystical tradition easily outstrips all others in its comprehensiveness, the aptness
of its selection of texts, and in the intelligent manner of its organization.” -- Denys Turner, Horace Tracy Pitkin Professor of Historical
Theology, Yale Divinity School "An immensely rich anthology, assembled and introduced by our foremost student of mysticism. Both the
scholar and the disciple will find God’s plenty here." -- Barbara Newman, Professor of English, Religion, and Classics, John Evans Professor
of Latin, Northwestern University "An unusually clear and insightful exposition of major texts selected by one of the greatest scholars in the
field of Christian mysticism, based on his vast erudition and uniquely sensitive interpretation. Like his other books, this one too is destined to
become a classic.” -- Professor Moshe Idel, Hebrew University, Jerusalem
What if we truly belong to each other? What if we are all walking around shining like the sun? Mystic, monk, and activist Thomas Merton
asked those questions in the twentieth century. Writer Sophfronia Scott is asking them today. In The Seeker and the Monk, Scott mines the
extensive private journals of one of the most influential contemplative thinkers of the past for guidance on how to live in these fraught times.
As a black woman who is not Catholic, Scott both learns from and pushes back against Merton, holding spirited, and intimate conversations
on race, ambition, faith, activism, nature, prayer, friendship, and love. She asks: What is the connection between contemplation and action?
Is there ever such a thing as a wrong answer to a spiritual question? How do we care about the brutality in the world while not becoming
overwhelmed by it? By engaging in this lively discourse, readers will gain a steady sense of how to dwell more deeply within--and even to
love--this despairing and radiant world.
"Russian novelist Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910) was the author of such classics as War and Peace and Anna Karenina. In mid-life, however, he
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underwent a deep moral and spiritual crisis that led him back to the gospels in an effort to conform his life to the spirit of Christ. This volume
focuses on his "spiritual writings" - autobiographical reflections on his journey of faith, commentaries on the gospels, and essays, on the
essence of Christianity."--BOOK JACKET.
Presents 350 alphabetized entries on American Trappist monk, religious writer, and poet Thomas Merton, covering all of his published works
as well as the persons, places, and themes that shaped his life.
Marking the twentieth anniversary of his assassination in 1980, this volume explores the prophetic spirituality of Archbishop Oscar Romero of
El Salvador.
Meet Jesus more fruitfully in the Eucharist. Fr. Lovasik helps you recognize Christ's presence in the Eucharist, emphasizing Christ's Sacrifice
and showing how you can receive everything that God offers you in the Mass.
"Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Foundress of the Missionaries of Charity, is widely regarded as one of the outstanding Christians of the
Twentieth century. Before her death in 1997 she had come to embody for many people the modern definition of holiness. This selection of her
writings highlights the essential dimensions of her spiritual message."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North
America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
In print for more than forty years, New Seeds of Contemplation has served as a guide to the contemplative life for several generations of
spiritual seekers. The word contemplation is itself somewhat problematical, according to Thomas Merton: "It can become almost a magic
word, or if not magic, then 'inspirational,' which is almost as bad." In this modern Christian classic, Merton reveals contemplation to be nothing
other than "life itself, fully awake, fully active, fully aware that it is alive." The thirty-nine short "seeds" that make up this book are intended to
awaken and cultivate the contemplative, mystical dimension of the spiritual path for everyone. New Seeds of Contemplation is a revised and
expanded version of Merton's earlier book Seeds of Contemplation.
Thomas Merton (1915-1968) was one of the most influential spiritual writers of modern times. A Trappist monk, peace and civil rights activist,
and widely-praised literary figure, Merton was renowned for his pioneering work in contemplative spirituality, his quest to understand Eastern
thought and integrate it with Western spirituality, and his firm belief in Christian activism. His autobiography, The Seven Storey Mountain, is
the defining spiritual memoir of its time, selling over one million copies and translating into over fifteen languages. Merton was also one of the
most prolific and provocative letter writers of the twentieth century. His letters (those written both by him and to him), archived at the Thomas
Merton Studies Center at Bellarmine University in Louisville, Kentucky, number more than ten thousand. For Merton, letters were not just a
vehicle for exchanging information, but his primary means for initiating, maintaining, and deepening relationships. Letter-writing was a
personal act of self-revelation and communication. His letters offer a unique lens through which we relive the spiritual and social upheavals of
the twentieth century, while offering wisdom that is still relevant for our world today.
Thomas Merton was recognized as one of those rare Western minds that are entirely at home with the Zen experience. In this collection, he
discusses diverse religious concepts-early monasticism, Russian Orthodox spirituality, the Shakers, and Zen Buddhism-with characteristic
Western directness. Merton not only studied these religions from the outside but grasped them by empathy and living participation from
within. "All these studies," wrote Merton, "are united by one central concern: to understand various ways in which men of different traditions
have conceived the meaning and method of the 'way' which leads to the highest levels of religious or of metaphysical awareness."
A probing, candid exploration of Thomas Merton's life and writing from best-selling novelist and memoirist Mary Gordon. Thomas Merton
(1815-1968) was a Trappist monk, poet, essayist, activist, and author of some of the most influential spiritual writing of the 20th century. He
entered the Trappist monastery of Gethsemani in Kentucky as a young man in his twenties, seemingly abandoning the promising literary
career that lay before him. But from the silent cloister in which he spent all but the last few weeks of his life, his influence spread worldwide
through his writing, primarily on topics related to the spiritual life--a subject which he demonstrated to be very broad indeed. His life of
dialogue led him to explore a range of contemplative practices, particularly Buddhism, and he was one of the pioneers in raising awareness of
Buddhist philosophy and practice among Westerners. Mary Gordon, as a Catholic in critical dialogue with her church, came to explore Merton
relatively late in her own journey, becoming fascinated with him as a fellow writer. She documents her exploration of Merton through his
books--the ups and downs of the experience, areas of disagreement and sympathy, of annoyance and, ultimately, deep connection. It is a
profoundly personal view of one of the great spiritual figures of our age, by an interpreter who, while disinclined to go easy on her famous
subject, nevertheless reveals a great admiration and fascination with his life and work.
Discusses Blake, Joyce, Pasternak, Faulkner, Styron, O'Connor, Camus, symbolism, creativity, alienation, comtemplation, and freedom
Includes excerpts from "Seven storey mountain", "Conjectures of a guilty bystander" and many other works including a chronology of
Merton's life.
Therese of Lisieux (1873-1897) a French Carmelite nun who died at the age of 24 was known during her life to only a few of her fellow nuns.
Through the posthumous publication of her autobiography she quickly became the most popular saint of modern times. On the basis of her
spiritual path, which she called "the Little Way," she was recently declared a Doctor of the Church. Her admirers have included Dorothy Day,
Thomas Merton, and Edith Stein. Book jacket.

Essays, meditations, parables, and verse offer insights into the absurdities and disorders of the modern world, the human crisis,
and the benefits of Christian hope
Filmed on location in the Holy Land, Jesus: the Way, the Truth, and the Life is a new and fresh look at Jesus -- who he is, what he
is really like, what he taught, and what he did for our salvation. This encounter with Christ will inspire and empower you to center
your entire life around him as you come to know and love him in an ever-deeper and more intimate way.
Ruth Burrows is the pen name of Sister Rachel, OCD, a nun in the Carmelite monastery in Quidenham, England, and the author of
more than a dozen books on prayer and the mystical life. Describing the central theme that runs throughout her work, she writes:
"God offers himself in total love to each one of us. Our part is to open our hearts to receive the gift." That theme is reflected in the
writings assembled here.
"With a substantial introduction Thomas Merton includes a broad range of Merton's writings, including his letters, and highlights his
threefold call: to prayer, to compassion, and to unity. It offers the essential writings of one of the greatest spiritual teachers of our
time."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
This volume is a stimulating series of spiritual reflections which will prove helpful for all struggling to find the meaning of human
existence and to live the richest, fullest and noblest life. --Chicago Tribune
In this classic text, Thomas Merton offers valuable guidance for prayer. He brings together a wealth of meditative and mystical
influences–from John of the Cross to Eastern desert monasticism–to create a spiritual path for today. Most important, he shows
how the peace contacted through meditation should not be sought in order to evade the problems of contemporary life, but can
instead be directed back out into the world to affect positive change. Contemplative Prayer is one of the most well-known works of
spirituality of the last one hundred years, and it is a must-read for all seeking to live a life of purpose in today’s world. In a moving
and profound introduction, Thich Nhat Hanh offers his personal recollections of Merton and compares the contemplative traditions
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of East and West.
In this series of notes, opinions, experiences, and reflections, Thomas Merton examines some of the most urgent questions of our
age. With his characteristic forcefulness and candor, he brings the reader face-to-face with such provocative and controversial
issues as the “death of God,” politics, modern life and values, and racial strife–issues that are as relevant today as they were fifty
years ago. Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander is Merton at his best–detached but not unpassionate, humorous yet sensitive, at all
times alive and searching, with a gift for language which has made him one of the most widely read and influential spiritual writers
of our time.

Simple text and photographs depict types of flower seeds, how they travel, and what happens when they are planted.
Offers the voice of a modern pioneer responsible for the rediscovery of mysticism in everyday life.
This volume provides a broad cross-section of Merton's work as an essayist, collecting pieces that are characteristic
examples of his astonishing output and the fantastic breadth of his interests. The essays range from the wisdom of the
desert fathers to the novels of Faulkner and Camus, from interreligious dialogue to racial justice.
G. K. Chesterton (1874-1936), was one of the great Catholic writers of the twentieth century. He brought a distinctive
Catholic perspective to scores of books and articles even to the genre of detective novels in the famous Father Brown
mysteries. As this collection shows, Chesterton s writing contains a spiritual dimension. In his ability to combine matters
of great seriousness with great humor the contours of his distinctive and paradoxical spirituality emerge.
This diary of a monastic life is “a continuation of The Seven Storey Mountain . . . Astonishing” (Commonweal).
Chronicling six years of Thomas Merton’s life in a Trappist monastery, The Sign of Jonas takes us through his day-today experiences at the Abbey of Our Lady of Gethsemani, where he lived in silence and prayer for much of his life.
Concluding with the account of Merton’s ordination as a priest, this diary documents his growing acceptance of his
vocation—and the greater meaning he found within his private world of contemplation. “This book is made unmistakably
real and almost, at times, unbearably poignant by the fact that the exuberance of youth so often wells up through it with
rapture, impatience, and even bluster.” —TheNew York Times “A stirring book—the most readable and on the whole, most
illuminating of the author’s writings.” —Catholic World
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